
Barona Fire Protection District was established in 1998 to provide its own 

dedicated fire service to the residents and patrons of the Barona Reservation. 

The District initially began with six members and now has 20 full-time fire 

personnel and one administrative person. Barona Fire Station was completed 

in 2000. The station is approximately 9000 sq feet and houses four 

administrative offices, eight beds for on-duty personnel, and three double-

deep drive-through apparatus bays. 
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Fire Chief Randy Sandoval sought an alternative water system after the station’s 

water softener failed. Chlorine in the water deteriorated the softener, causing the water 

to turn brown.  Mary Ann Mercer, the purchasing agent for the Barona Tribe of Indians, 

suggested LifeSource Water Systems as the solution. She oversaw the acquisition of 

two hundred systems within the tribal community. Following Mercer’s advice, Chief 

Sandoval had two systems installed in tandem in the Barona Fire Station 27. He along 

with the other firefighters are amazed by the clarity of the water and the delicious, 

clean taste. They use the water for drinking, bathing, and cooking.

We know water, and LifeSource 
is a big improvement!”

Randy Sandoval, 
Fire Chief, Barona Fire Protection District
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